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Atnendyriehts to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 


Listing 6(Claims: 

Claims 1-22 (cancelled). 


Claim 23 (currently amended): Th e exohongor acoording to C l aim 1 1 , wher e in 
ox>'g e n compris e s more thgir» obQyt 6Q% of th e total f e ed gae of said exchangor An air 
setyaration apparatus cQmprisino 
\) at feast one column 

W) at least one h^at exchanger wfilch further comprises: 

a) at teast frft^o stacked dividirtQ Plates with a rouahlv unifonrr thickness (e\ 

b) at teasfone i^ssaoe b etween the plates 

e).^t r^st one fin in a fifst onfe of the at least one passage wherein the 
ratio of the miniteium mtckness fe'l of flie each said fin to the thickness of each 
saki diyrding plate fe) fe pre^ter than about 0.8 

iii) means fo r sending a ilduid containing more than 60% moLoxvoen to the heat 
exdiancer: and 

iv) means for removing vaporised liquid containing more than 60% mol. oxvaen 
frorii the heat exchanger. 

Cteim 24 (new) The apparatus of Claim 23 wherein the the ratio of the minimum 
thickness (e*) of the each said fin to the thickn^ of each said dividing piate (e) is greater 
thari about 1. 

Claim 25 (new) The apparatus of Claim 24 wherein the the ratio of the minimum thickness 
(e') of the each said fin to the. thickness of each said dividing plate (e) is greater than 
about 1.5- 

Claim 26 (new) the apparatus of Claim 25 wherein the the ratio of the minimum'thickness 
(e') of the each sald fin to the thickness of each said dividing plate (e) is greater than 
about 2. 


I 
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Cl^/i-n 27 (new) The apparatus of Claim 23 wherein the thteknesd of each of the dividing 
plates is between 0.6 and 2 mm. 
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Claim 28 (new) The apparatus of Claim 23 comprising two columns connected themially 
to bne another via the exchanger. 

Cleiim 29 (new) The apparatus of Claim 23 wherein the fins are made of aluminum. 

Ciaim 30 (new) The appargtMs of Claim 23 where the column is a double column. 

C\e}m 31 (new) A process for separating air in a plant including a column 
and at ^e^st one heat exchanger which further comprises: 

a) at least two stacked dividing plates with a roughly unifomfi thickness (e) 

b) at least one passage between the plates 

c) at least one fin In a first pasisage wherein the ratio of the minimum thickness (tf )of 
the each said fln to'the thicKness of each said dividing plate (e) is greater than about 0.8 
comprising the steps of separating air in the column, sending a liquid containing more 
Xhsin 60% mol.oxygen f rem the column to the heat exchdnger and removing vaporised 
liquid containing mora than 60% moL oxygen from the heat exchanger. 
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